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MASSACHUSETTSFOQESYSTEMCOLLABORATIVE

April 22,2025

The Honorable Governor, Maura Healey
Massachusetts State House

24 Beacon St., Room 280

Boston, MA 02133

RE: Agricultural Requests for Fiscal Year 2026 Capital Investment Plan
Dear Governor Healey,

Massachusetts farmers are the backbone of our state’s local food system. Their work helps to stabilize the
Commonwealth’s food sources, and they contribute to our economy, climate resilience, and public health.
Massachusetts farms face many challenges due to federal funding uncertainties, climate change, a tight
labor market, economic uncertainty, and many other factors, all of which impact their financial
sustainability. To strengthen the Commonwealth’s food system, strategic, long-term public investments
are necessary. The Massachusetts Food System Collaborative encourages you to increase investments that
support agriculture in the Commonwealth’s FY2026 Capital Investment Plan.

The Commonwealth offered $31,826,726 in grants in FY2025 to Massachusetts agriculture through the
seven critical programs below, an increase from FY24. Demand for this funding was 1.6 times more than
the amount awarded, or $51,913,911. For the Commonwealth to continue to support farms that are
currently facing the chaos of federal grant terminations and freezes, pauses on reimbursement for work
that has been completed, and to meet the goals of the Farmland Action Plan, long term state investment
should increase. Popular grant programs like the Climate Smart Agriculture Program cannot make up the
difference in federal funding, but we predict that they could face increased demand in the coming year, as
well as increased requests for technical assistance from MDAR staff.

The Collaborative also believes that, following the establishment of the Food Security Division at
MDAR, and per a memo' in House 1, the Food Security Infrastructure Grant program is being moved to
the capital investment plan to align with MDAR’s other grant programs. We hope that FSIG does not
draw from bond authorizations that support other, equally important grant programs as it makes this
transition, and that future bond funding is authorized to support this program. We respectfully request that
the Administration continue fully funding this program, as it has proved to be extremely important to
farmers and fishermen in meeting infrastructure needs to bring more food to markets.

We were excited to see that two nonprofit organizations used the Urban Agriculture grant program to
purchase agricultural land. We encourage the Administration to use this grant to also allow municipalities
to convert vacant lots and underutilized spaces into urban farms and community gardens, as is mentioned
in the Resilient Lands Initiative and in H.121 / S.61 as filed in the 2025-26 session. This work has been
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taken on by municipal departments like GrowBoston, and organizations like Dudley Square
Neighborhood Initiative and Nuestras Raices.

MAFSC’s recommendations for FY26 for each of these programs are in the far-right column, following

data about the FY25 program’s demonstrated demand.

Line
item

Program Name

FY25
Allocation

FY25
Awardees

Total FY25
Requests

NEW

Food Security
Infrastructure
Grant Program

$25,000,000°

163

$41,321,447

FY26
Recommendation

$25,000,000

E019 and
E083

Climate Smart
Agriculture
Program (CSAP)

$2.,850,000

95

$6.,682.280

203

$3.500,000

EO031

Farm Viability
Enhancement
Program (FVEP)

$925,060

not yet
awarded

unknown

unknown

$1,300,000

E048

Urban
Agriculture

$300,000

12

$432,405

16

$350,000

E061

Agricultural
Food Safety
Improvement
Program
(AFSIP)

$900,000

17

$808,876

30

$1,000,000

El14

Agricultural
Compost
Infrastructure
Enhancement
Program
(ACIEP)

$185,000

13

$479,705

13

$300,000

E132

Agricultural
Innovation
Center (AIC) -
Cranberry Bog
Renovation

$1,666,666

9

$2,189,198

22

$1,500,000

$31,826,726

309

$51,913,911

560

$33,000,000

e Food Security Infrastructure Grant Program (FSIG). Provides funding for capital investments
for farms, school districts, fishermen, and nonprofit emergency food providers to supply more
Massachusetts food for Massachusetts residents. In FY26 the program has increased areas of
focus including: expanding food production, supporting the mid-supply chain, increasing access
and availability of food, and strengthening critical food infrastructure through emergency

preparedness for tribes and municipalities. FSIG has also increased the funding cap this year for
projects involving multiple partners.

2 $0 of this funding came from the CIP. However, there was $10 million dedicated to FSIG in the FY25 GAA, and $15 million
ARPA dedicated to FSIG.




e (Climate Smart Agriculture Program (CSAP):

o Agricultural Environmental Enhancement Program (AEEP). Funds conservation
practices that protect natural resources while supporting farm sustainability practices.
AEEP is particularly critical as a tool to help farmers recover from 2024 floods.

o Agricultural Climate Resilience Enhancement (ACRE). Supports farms in updating
aging infrastructure and adopting sustainable management practices as part of the
Commonwealth’s commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

o Agricultural Energy Efficiency & Renewable Projects (ENER). Supports energy
efficiency and renewable energy projects on farms so farms become more sustainable and
resilient.

e Farm Viability Enhancement Program (FVEP). Provides business planning and technical
assistance to farms as they innovate to compete in the marketplace. In doing so, it helps those
farms protect farmland and provide greater food security for their communities.

e Urban Agriculture. Provides businesses and nonprofit organizations with needed equipment and
capital upgrades, and funding for purchases of agricultural land.

e Agricultural Food Safety Improvement Program (AFSIP). Helps farms and aquaculture
operations that keep our food supply safe by supporting them in meeting the requirements
imposed by the federal government and enforced by the state under the Food Safety
Modernization Act.

e Agricultural Compost Infrastructure Enhancement Program (ACIEP). Supports farms that
provide critical composting infrastructure, necessitated by lowered threshold of the state’s
Commercial Food Material Disposal Ban, the need for soil amendments to help increase food
production, and ongoing efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

e Cranberry Bog Renovation Grant Program. Provides reimbursement grant funding for the
implementation of renovations that promote more efficient bogs both in design and production
while enhancing the business and environmental sustainability of the cranberry operation.

The Capital Investment Plan represents a commitment on the part of the Commonwealth to support farms
and other businesses and organizations in securing our food supply, mitigating and building resilience to
the impacts of climate change, and bolstering the local economy. If Massachusetts wants to increase its
self-sufficiency in providing food to its residents, long-term investments in these programs are vital.
Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide this input.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Miller, Policy Director

cc: Secretary Rebecca Tepper, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
Undersecretary Stephanie Cooper, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs



Commissioner Ashley Randle, Department of Agricultural Resources



