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2026 State Representative and Senator Questionnaire 


Burhan Azeem 

Candidate for: State Senate, 2nd Middlesex
https://voteburhan.com/ 


What are three of your priorities that reflect your commitment to a healthy food system for Massachusetts and your constituents? 


Priority 1
I would support fully funding the HIP program. I was on SNAP as a kid and it was incredibly important in ensuring that I got enough to eat. It is chronically underfunded and its hiccups lead to distrust within the communities that it serves, which further undermines its efforts. It deserves to be fully funded because it serves our broader health goals of expanding access to healthy and nutritious food, and if it is fully funded, people will use it and come to rely on it, which will increase access by virtue of creating a dependable client base and allowing more farmers to also benefit.

Priority 2
I support the creation of a cabinet-level food system coordinator to ensure that these networks have robust support and coordination, as well as the institutional knowledge needed to expand and run well. Right now, food policy efforts are divided across multiple agencies, resulting in duplicated effort as well as gaps. An accountable position that is responsible for ensuring that these different groups can coordinate well would ensure everyone’s efforts go farther.

Priority 3
I support investing in robust food distribution systems. Organizations like Food for Free, a nonprofit in Somerville that my former City Council colleague, Alanna Mellon, supports, is a great example of a food distribution system that assists low-income communities of color, and I think that these local, targeted networks are a great example of how fast and nimble these networks can be and address actual community needs. Similarly, I also support universal free meals so that children don’t have to worry about their next meal. It is critical to ensure that our most vulnerable are fed, especially when food waste rates are so high.

How would you support the Healthy Incentives Program?


I would fight for full funding so that the initiative is supported every year so that families don’t have to wonder if their benefits will still be taken. I’d also expand vendor outreach so that HIP reaches more immigrant-owned grocers and farmers markets in our district.


How would you support the food system in mitigating the effects of and adapting to climate change?


Food system needs should be directly integrated into our climate legislation and municipal preparedness. We also should support local composting and food waste diversion systems to reduce the waste that our food systems generate. Finally, we have a great network of urban gardens which should be supported as a safeguard against supply chain shocks, as well as helping our community understand more and appreciate how their food is grown and gets to them.

How would you work to ensure that food system stakeholders of color - consumers, workers, farmers, fishers, business owners, and others - have equitable access to opportunities in all aspects of the food system?


I’d prioritize working with community organizers to ensure that they are aware of these programs and can actually take advantage of them. I also support state grant and loan programs that would set benchmarks for reaching underserved communities and simplify the application process so that they can hit the ground running faster.

How would you help to ensure that children understand where food comes from, the importance of healthy eating, and other essential food literacy issues?


I support integrating nutrition and culinary classes into high school curriculums as well as hands-on programs like school gardens so that kids get hands-on experience while getting excited about the food that they grow and eat.

What policies or investments would you support to protect farmland and increase farmland access?


This is an urban district with not a lot of farmland, but I supported the urban chicken coop zoning in Cambridge and would support additional efforts to allow people to grow or raise their own food. I would push for zoning changes that allow for things like community or rooftop gardens or shared plots so that dense communities have a public space that allows for community building as well as sharing and growing food.

What strategies would you support to reduce food waste?


Cambridge’s zero waste work is a great model for this. I support expanding composting across the state and building out the food distribution system so that it goes to people who need it, rather than the landfill. At the state level, I’d support enforcing lower thresholds for the food waste ban and funding municipal composting programs so that smaller cities and towns don’t have to figure out how to do this on their own.

Is there anything else you'd like to share? 
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