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2026 State Representative and Senator Questionnaire 


Will Brownsberger

Candidate for: State Senate, Middlesex and Suffolk (Incumbent)
https://willbrownsberger.com/


What are three of your priorities that reflect your commitment to a healthy food system for Massachusetts and your constituents? 


Priority 1
Supporting adequate funding for SNAP administration

Priority 2
Supporting the Healthy Incentives Program

Priority 3
Supporting Farm to School programming

How would you support the Healthy Incentives Program?


I would support increased and sustained state funding for the Healthy Incentives Program so it can operate year-round and meet demand, providing SNAP recipients with fresh, local fruits and vegetables while directly supporting Massachusetts farmers. I would also work to add new farmer vendors to fill geographic gaps in coverage and make the program more equitable and accessible.

How would you support the food system in mitigating the effects of and adapting to climate change?


I would support greater interagency collaboration and increased funding to help farmers and fishers adapt to climate change, alongside stronger attention to agriculture within state climate legislation. Because climate impacts on the food supply are acute, I would back research, education, technical assistance, and investments that build the long-term resilience of our local food system.




How would you work to ensure that food system stakeholders of color - consumers, workers, farmers, fishers, business owners, and others - have equitable access to opportunities in all aspects of the food system?


I would support public policy that ensures fair land access, jobs, education, and resources for historically underserved farmers, recognizing that BIPOC and immigrant farmers make up only about 2% of farmers statewide.

How would you help to ensure that children understand where food comes from, the importance of healthy eating, and other essential food literacy issues?


I would support ensuring all K-12 students have access to food system education covering agriculture, nutrition, culinary skills, and food justice, since food and garden-based learning improves both academic outcomes and healthy eating. I would back support adding food literacy to school topics and creating a dedicated trust fund to help schools deliver this programming.  I would favor curriculum support and teacher training as opposed to curriculum mandates.

What policies or investments would you support to protect farmland and increase farmland access?


I would support investments and policies that accelerate permanent farmland protection, increase equitable and affordable access to land, and enhance farm viability, in line with the Massachusetts Farmland Action Plan's three goals. 

What strategies would you support to reduce food waste?


I would support strategies that prevent and divert wasted food, including food rescue and donation, gleaning, and composting, given that at least 40% of food is wasted while over 650,000 Massachusetts residents face food insecurity. I would back legislation providing liability protections and a farmer tax credit to encourage food donation to people in need.

Is there anything else you'd like to share? 
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