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2026 State Representative and Senator Questionnaire 


Natalie Higgins

Candidate for: State Representative, 4th Worcester 
http://www.electnataliehiggins.com/ 


What are three of your priorities that reflect your commitment to a healthy food system for Massachusetts and your constituents? 


Priority 1
Expanding the Healthy Incentives Program

Priority 2
Supporting Regional Food Centers (e.g., Growing Places)

Priority 3
Ensuring the DTA has adequate staffing to support SNAP beneficiaries (especially for recertifications)

How would you support the Healthy Incentives Program?


The Healthy Incentives Program has been the most effective way for our office to encourage residents to sign up for SNAP benefits. I will continue to support full funding of the line item and ultimately expansion.

How would you support the food system in mitigating the effects of and adapting to climate change?


We need to support our local farms with funding for flood prevention and mitigation efforts. We need to continue to dedicate emergency funds to help local areas recover from climate events. We should also fund alternative growing methods, including container, hydroponic, vertical and rooftop growing.

How would you work to ensure that food system stakeholders of color - consumers, workers, farmers, fishers, business owners, and others - have equitable access to opportunities in all aspects of the food system?


Equity in lending and capital access is critical to ensure that food system stakeholders of color have increased access to opportunities across the food system. I will support a public bank to increase access to capital. Institutional purchasing must prioritize local food. I would also support efforts around food is medicine and health coverage of access to nutritious local produce. While North Central Massachusetts out produces as a region, too little of that food stays local.

How would you help to ensure that children understand where food comes from, the importance of healthy eating, and other essential food literacy issues?


I am a proud co-sponsor of the Food Literacy legislation and will increase funding through the State Budget to ensure local school districts can implement this programming.

What policies or investments would you support to protect farmland and increase farmland access?


I have supported Growing Places throughout multiple annual budgets with funding to support their food processing center, which has helped support our smallest farms -- with a dedicated buyer and distributor. I will continue to support the Massachusetts Farmland Action Plan and advocate for the funding MDAR needs to implement the plan. 

What strategies would you support to reduce food waste?


Tackling food waste with a focus on combatting food insecurity is critical. I have co-sponsored An Act encouraging the donation of food to persons in need. I support efforts to increase municipal and institutional composting, diverting food waste from our landfills. The work happening locally around lightly processing HIP produce has ensured that tougher to process produce (e.g., butternut squash) can be enjoyed by our community (h/t Growing Places).

Is there anything else you'd like to share? 


Always glad to learn more!
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