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2026 State Representative and Senator Questionnaire 


Alison Leary

Candidate for: State Representative, 10th Middlesex
https://www.alisonleary.com/ 


What are three of your priorities that reflect your commitment to a healthy food system for Massachusetts and your constituents? 


Priority 1
My first priority would be mandatory organics diversion for commercial and residential entities. 

Priority 2
My second priority would be having more connected food rescue programs that would include grocery stores, restaurants, and schools.

Priority 3
My third priority would be establishing food sharing tables at schools.

How would you support the Healthy Incentives Program?


Through legislation that protects and preserves agricultural land, through full funding of the SNAP program, and stronger coordination between Waltham, Watertown, and Newton.


How would you support the food system in mitigating the effects of and adapting to climate change?


I would work to more quickly address climate issues so we can reduce our carbon emissions more quickly, implement best practices to reduce water use, and growing crops that are more resistant to drought.


How would you work to ensure that food system stakeholders of color - consumers, workers, farmers, fishers, business owners, and others - have equitable access to opportunities in all aspects of the food system?


I would support An Act Promoting Equity in Agriculture and work to get this passed.

How would you help to ensure that children understand where food comes from, the importance of healthy eating, and other essential food literacy issues?


Encourage family gardens/raised beds, visiting farmers' markets, and learning more about farming and learning how food comes to the table.

What policies or investments would you support to protect farmland and increase farmland access?


Support the Massachusetts Farmland Action Plan as well as bills that protect soil from PFAS contamination, supporting urban agriculture, and protecting and permanently preserving farmland with protections that include the 61A program, the Community Preservation Act, which permanently protects farmland, and conservation restrictions.

What strategies would you support to reduce food waste?


Firstly, I would support An Act encouraging the donation of food to persons in need. Secondly, we need to encourage people to use apps like Too Good To Go so folks are encouraged to buy leftover food from shops, cafes, and restaurants at the end of business at reduced costs.
Lastly, we need stronger coordination between stores/eateries and food banks so leftover food will go to the people who need it most.


Is there anything else you'd like to share? 
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