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2026 State Representative and Senator Questionnaire 


Neil Miller

Candidate for: State Representative, 26th Middlesex
https://neilmillerma.com/ 


What are three of your priorities that reflect your commitment to a healthy food system for Massachusetts and your constituents? 


Priority 1
Strengthening SNAP and HIP by ensuring availability of funds in the face of federal cutbacks and streamlining the application process.

Priority 2
Expanding free school lunch, including in summers and other out-of-school times

Priority 3
Protecting agricultural land by pushing for infill housing development in existing residential areas within cities and suburbs. This reduces the pressure to sprawl out to rural areas to meet housing demand.

How would you support the Healthy Incentives Program?


I would support increasing state funding for HIP. This is especially important in the face of federal funding cuts. Additionally, we need to streamline the application process for SNAP, re-examine steps (like phone interviews or income reverification) that add unnecessary burden to applicants, and finally deliver on a common app for public benefits in MA. I have written about these topics previously, for example here: https://www.dotnews.com/2025/06/04/let-s-get-moving-common-app-public-benefits/ 






How would you support the food system in mitigating the effects of and adapting to climate change?


Incentivizing food producers who use efficient methods and crops that mitigate the local impacts of climate change

How would you work to ensure that food system stakeholders of color - consumers, workers, farmers, fishers, business owners, and others - have equitable access to opportunities in all aspects of the food system?


As a former US government data scientist, I created transparency around which companies were winning federal contracts. My team published an easy-to-use report for the American public to see if contracting opportunities were being distributed equitably, including to small businesses, businesses in urban areas, and women-owned small businesses. In Massachusetts, we can do the same to ensure there's good data about who gets to participate in the food ecosystem.

How would you help to ensure that children understand where food comes from, the importance of healthy eating, and other essential food literacy issues?


Supporting school programming and community organizations that teach children about food literacy. Providing funding for farmers markets around Somerville and Cambridge so that neighbors can learn about the food system - and meet farmers, fishers, and others who work in the food system - locally.

What policies or investments would you support to protect farmland and increase farmland access?


Increasing residential development already-developed in urban and suburban areas is a top priority for me. By investing in new housing and updated zoning in these areas, we can reduce development pressure in agricultural communities.

What strategies would you support to reduce food waste?


Expanding composting. Increasing the ability of restaurants and grocery stores to give away food that is still good, rather than throwing it out.


Is there anything else you'd like to share? 
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