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2026 State Representative and Senator Questionnaire 


Dan Kelly

Candidate for: State Representative, 2nd Essex 
www.votedankelly.com


What are three of your priorities that reflect your commitment to a healthy food system for Massachusetts and your constituents? 


Priority 1
Supporting and encouraging local farmers to thrive in the community (through a variety of means including education, training and apprenticeship programs, creative ways to provide affordable housing, promotion, finding new markets, loans and grants for equipment, etc.)

Priority 2
Getting fresh local produced food to people in need by supporting food pantries, food storage facilities, expanding HIPP program for local suppliers to SNAP beneficiaries, public promotion and dissemination of available resources and establishing creative programs to end the stigma attached to accepting food when in need.

Priority 3
Better coordination and promotion of marketing of local food options for all consumers in my district

How would you support the Healthy Incentives Program?


Active support, promotion, advocacy. (I was a lawyer for 38 years -- I know how to support a cause I believe in)


How would you support the food system in mitigating the effects of and adapting to climate change?


Climate change is real; its effects in my district (2d Essex) are palpable; and I would support all measures (e.g., Ipswich River Watershed Association initiatives) to mitigate erosion of our coastlines, marshes and culverts which act as buffers to viable farmland.

How would you work to ensure that food system stakeholders of color - consumers, workers, farmers, fishers, business owners, and others - have equitable access to opportunities in all aspects of the food system?


Outreach is the most important thing here a public policy maker can do. I would personally use all efforts to reach people who have been marginalized by our communities or who live in communities where politicians typically do not visit, to advise them of the opportunities that exist in the farming and food distribution and delivery industries, and make every effort to assist them in joining that community.

How would you help to ensure that children understand where food comes from, the importance of healthy eating, and other essential food literacy issues?


I'm all in on your campaign!

What policies or investments would you support to protect farmland and increase farmland access?


Again, I am completely supporting of your plan and want to learn more.

What strategies would you support to reduce food waste?


All of the suggestions you have made are great. I would only add that I am the father of a trained chef, and she and I have spent years in the restaurant industry. There is a great deal of produce that may be rejected in markets which can by used by the restaurant industry. We need to do a better job of matching these parties up.


Is there anything else you'd like to share? 


Thank you for these efforts
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